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Book Reviews

Ruth Hanna McCormick: A Life in Politics, 1880-1944. By Kristie Miller.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xiv + 339 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)

It was difficult for a life-long Democrat to accept the assignment of reviewing a biography of a highly partisan Republican woman, especially one
written by her granddaughter. Hence" reading the life of Ruth Hanna
McCormick, daughter of United States Senator Marcus Alonso Hanna of Ohio,
slowly began as a professional courtesy and quickly turned into a meaningful learning experience.
Kristie Miller never knew her colorful grandmother. She was born in
1944, shortly after the death of Ruth Hanna McCormick Simms in Chicago.
Throughout most of her formative years, Miller heard snippets about her
grandmother's active involvement in progressive Republican politics; of her
leadership in the women's suffrage movement; of her election as Congresswoman from Illinois. When she asked for clarification about landmark events
in McCormick's life, the details blurred around the edges. For years, the absence of answers to her queries motivated Miller, a free-lance journalist in
Virginia, to research public and private documents to reco'nstruct Ruth's career as "a consummate politician, community leader, publisher, rancher, and
supporter of the arts."
Ruth Hanna was born into a prominent political family. Her father was a
patrician member of the Ohio combine that successfully recruited and
groomed future national leaders. A product of that skillful training was President William McKinley. Although Ruth inherited her father's political acumen, and later effectively used it in furthering the cause of women's suffrage,
the senator neither recognized nor encouraged her natural gift. On account
,of family affiuence, Ruth enjoyed the benefit of a comfortable, yet sheltered,
home environment; she attended cozy private schools and participated in the
solace of summer camps. Nonetheless, she was an acute commentator of her
surroundings and resolved to participate actively in a variety of pursuits.
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As a young lady Ruth observed politics close-up at home, with visits by
Republican stalwarts like McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. In fact, Alice
Roosevelt Longworth became her best friend and political confidante. When
Senator Hanna moved the family to Washington, D.C., Ruth worked extended
hours as an unpaid clerk in his office. Frequently, in social gatherings at the
Hanna residence, she listened attentively to guests' comments on contemporary issues. Then she formed her own views on subjects that deeply interested her.
In 1902, Ruth Hanna married Joseph Medill McCormick, scion of the
Chicago Tribune fortune, an event that compelled the newlyweds to move
west to Illinois. Ruth and McCormick were more than wife and husband;
they were political soul-mates. Besides the burning issue of securing passage of the Nineteeth Amendment guaranteeing voting rights for women, they
easily gravitated toward the Progressive wing of the Republican Party. In
quest of pristine ideals in the GOP, in 1912 they followed Roosevelt into the
shoals of third-party politics.'
With backing from the Chicago Tribune, McCormick plunged into Illinois politics, winning election in 1916 to the state legislature in Springfield.
Independently affiuent in her own right, Ruth purchased a dairy farm in Rockford, in north-central Illinois near the Wisconsin state line, to escape the
suffocating summer heat of Chicago. To diversify business investments, she
also acquired a newspaper, the Rockford Register-Republic. After a single
term in the legislature, in 1918 McCormick waged a grueling campaign against
an incumbent Democrat for a seat in the United States Senate. Back in familiar surroundings in the national capital, Ruth willingly suppressed her political interests to promote those of the newly elected Senator McCormick.
In narrating the story, the author squarely faced the dark shadows of
mental depression that plagued her grandfather. Although he enjoyed Senate
duties, particularly foreign affairs and public policy, McCormick's mental
health flip-flopped in opposite extremes. Calvin Coolidge's election to the
Presidency in 1924 seemingly destroyed the Progressive agendum. Unable to
cope with the loss of his ideals, Senator McCormick committed suicide.
Widowed, with three children (two daughters and a son) to rear with the
help of a governess, Ruth returned to Rockford, where she engaged in business ventures and advanced women's issues. At 45 years of age, secure with
an annual income of $185,000 (as opposed to $2,000 for most Americans),
she ended her political apprenticeship. In 1928, Ruth entered the Republican
primary for nomination as Congresswoman-at-Large. By late summer, Time
magazine editors acknowledged Ruth's spontaneity and resourcefulness as a
campaigner by featuring her portrait on the cover of the 23 August edition.
Two years later, using the experience of a statewide race for Congress, she
ran successfully for the GOP nomination for the United States Senate. Her
candidacy threatened the Illinois political establishment. Unfortunately, neither President Herbert Hoover nor Ruth fully understood the trauma of the
Great Depression in terms of human suffering. The Democratic opponent,
with the help of the men's club mentality of the Senate, defeated Ruth in an
avalanche of ballots.
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Ruth gracefully accepted defeat. She married a defeated Republican Congressman from New Mexico, Albert Simms. Like in an earlier time in her
life, Ruth moved west with her new husband. Although she never again sought
elected office for herself, she remained actively informed about affairs in'
the Republican Party. She enthusiastically campaigned in the West for Thomas Dewey's bid for the Presidency; she also participated in the inner circle
of advisors. Was there a difference in northern versus western electioneering? "Politics in New Mexico was the same as in Chicago," Ruth observed,
"only they do it in two languages" (240).
Ruth Hanna McCormick: A Life in Politics is highly recommended for
serious and leisure reading.

Felix D. Almaraz, Jr.
University of Texas at San Antonio

Peddlers and Post Traders: The Army Sutler on the Frontier. By David
Michael Delo. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1992. 274 pp. Illustrations, map, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

In this useful study, David Michael Delo's objective is to "shed light on
the suttJing profession in America and how it changed" between roughly 1800
and 1900, Delo links major turning points in the sutler's relationship with
the a'rmy to administrative and organizational changes within the army, and
to the broader national context of western development.
From 1821 until 1893, the sutler constituted a legitimate institution in
post life, He sold liquor and personal items t<? soldiers, but he might also
extend credit to enlistees and officers, or operate an informal bank. Eventually some sutlers expanded their operations to include contracts for hay, timber, and other materials. Not all sutlers were paragons of virtue, but Delo
makes a case in defense of the notion that duly authorized sutlers were more
easily controlled than unlicensed and unregulated parasites who hung about
the fringes of military reservations.
The Civil War involved vast numbers of soldiers, mostly volunteers outside the control of the regular army. Suttling's reputation suffered as numerous unscrupulous merchants gouged soldiers under chaotic conditions. In
1866, the army eliminated sutlers, and the Commissary Department attempted
to meet soldiers' needs. But in 1867, sutlers were again admitted west of the
100th meridian to serve frontier army posts.
During Grant's administration, Secretary of War Belknap appointed "post
traders" of his own choosing. Many of these were crooks who paid bribes to
Belknap and other administrators to secure traderships. Eventually a scandal
surfaced that discredited the Department of War and many traders.
By the 1890s, declining importance of the frontier army and a strengthened prohibition movement created a new institution: the post canteen. Initially emphasizing social activities for temperate soldiers, eventually the
canteens served beer and wine in an effort to control the troops' use of,li-
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quor. With their principal role thus usurped, the sutler and post trader faded
into history. Delo satisfactorily describes the significance of the sutler in
western American history. Amply documented, the book also includes an
extensive bibliography. Several errors-like placing Manuel Lisa with Lewis
and Clark's expedition, or having Grant issue presidential orders two years
before he was elected-mar the book, but do not greatly diminish its overall
value.
Barton S. Barbour
University of New Mexico

Historia de La Nueva Mexico, 1610. By Gaspar Perez de Villagni. Translated
and edited by Miguel Encinias, Alfred Rodriguez, and Joseph P. Sanchez.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1993. xliii + 367 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, index. $35.00.)

The epic poem and first published history of New Mexico is made accessible to modern readers in this edition published in conjunction with the 500th
anniversary of Spain's arrival in the New World. The editors provide a satisfying balance of historical and literary annotation, which this vibrant personal account of don Juan de Onate's 1598-1609 entrada into the tierra
adentro deserves. The side-by-side Spanish/English format provides the
fullest meaning of the text by including separate critical explanations for both
the original Spanish and the translated texts.
Writing in the tradition of the longer epic genre of Spain's Siglo de Oro,
poet and captain Gaspar Perez de Villagra emphasizes historical detail and
chronicle over pure artistry. He describes with great elaboration, for example,
the hardships the caravan endured from the beginning of the journey in
Mexico, the discouragement after crossing the Jornada del Muerto, the pueblos of Santo Domingo and Puarai, and he records the building of the first
church in New Mexico at San Juan in 1599. He writes with extraordinary
visual detail and often great emotion of this expedition's first encounters
with the Indians and the ensuing struggles.
In describing emotionally charged events, Villagra crosses the line from
pure history to poetry. Interested in the drama of the story of the Indian plot
to kill Onate, he provides his readers with the background of the Acoma
Indians' resentment towards the Spanish troops, who had diminished the
pueblo's winter food supply because of Onate's demand for trade. Through
the poetry of metaphor he is able to convey the horror and the tragedy of the
battle of Acoma, the pueblo's eventual fall after burning to the ground, and
the shock of those who survived. In addition, the numerous allusions to Greek
legend and to classical works place the Historia firmly in the New World
epic tradition.
The edition's Introduction informs the reader about Captain Villagra, the
poem's publication history, how the work fits into the literature of the age,
and explains the method of translation. The Historia is generously annotated, providing clarification of Villagra's historical and literary allusions,
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background on Spanish and Native American thought and customs, and explanation of seventeenth-century Spanish word usage. The Historical Overview suggests to the reader the significance of Onate's expedition in the Age
of Discovery. Appendix A lists line-by-line changes the editors have made
from the original, uncompleted, 1923 Curtis translation. Appendix B is an
annotated vocabulary of archaic Spanish. An Index of proper names and terms
for both the Spanish and English versions ends the book.
Leslie A. Broughton
University of New Mexico

Santiago: Saint of Two Worlds. By Marc Simmons, Donna Pierce, and Joan
Myers. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. xiii + 73 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography. $45.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

The Apostolic Cannons fix Spain as S1. James' field of action. If St.
Paul's voyage to Spain is still in doubt, and if the visit of St. James is to be
regarded as poetic fiction, Joan Myers has, with uniquely sensitive writing
and exceptional photography, captured the pilgrim's route to Santiago de
Compostela. The publisher's claim that this book is a significant and appropriate addition to the Columbus Quincentenary celebration, however, surely
has caused Julian Juderias to turn in his grave with the perpetuation of the
Black Legend by essayist Marc Simmons.
Simmons has selected references from James A. Michener, T.D. Kendrick,
and George Borrow to introduce the St. James legend. His impression of Spain
and her people can and will be negatively interpreted. His essay is replete
with well worn cultural hispanophobia. Simmons carefully sets forth his cult
thesis' after relating the tale of the discovery of the grave of St. James the
Apostle in Galicia, which he concludes "irreducibly charted the course of
future events and determined the character of the nation and its people."
In the crucible of the long, bloody struggle with Islam, Spanish national
character was forged, Simmons writes. "Among other things, the war had
produced a hardening of the faith and an intolerance towards others, leading
to the widespread notion that" Spaniards were the new chosen people of God,"
he adds and continues, "As a result, pride and arrogance characterized the
ruling classes of Spain, as well as the conquistadors who opened a new king
of crusade against the pagan inhabitants of Americas." Lost in this discussion are the "many Spains" and the multicultural underpinnings of Spanish
character.
After peppering his essay with pointed reference to the "cult" of Santiago,
Simmons continues with his denigration of Spain's actions in the Americas
with editorial statements like: "When the Spaniards began to take ship for
the New World in significant numbers at the opening of the sixteenth. century, they carried with them the cult of Santiago as part of their cultural baggage." He adds that "nearly everywhere in America the expansion of Spain's
boundaries and the imposition of colonial rule were attended by bloodshed,"
but fails to address the inclusiveness of Hispanic culture nor the painful self
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analysis that beg on the heels of the conquest. Lacking too is any hint of
cooperating indigenous effort. Donna Pierce's commentary on the significance of Santiago in Spanish art reiterates the history Simmons establishes
and proceeds to describe photographs already captioned.
Joan Myers' numerous magnificent photographs and sentient essay stands
alone and is the real contribution of this work.
Edmundo R. Delgado
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Thomas Moran and the Surveying of the American West. By Joni Louise
Kinsey. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1992. x + 237 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 paper.)

In 1928, William Henry Holmes, the eighty-two-year old director of the
Smithsonian Institution's National Gallery of Art (later renamed the National
Museum of American Art), wrote of Thomas Moran's wall-size oil painting,
The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, 1893-1901: "In this degenerate day
in art the people pass by this picture giving it a mere glance ... As a landscape it is without doubt the greatest masterpiece of landscape by an American, if not by the painters of any people or age."
Thanks in large part to the controversial "America as West" exhibition of
1991, held at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American Art, the public has given the work of Moran as well as that of other nineteenth-century
images of the West a second look. Just as a few in this curious crowd would
no doubt agree with Holmes' high assessment of Moran, an equally small
number probably share the extreme view of Holmes' successor at the
Smithsonian Institution, Elizabeth Broun, who wrote the forward to the catalog of the "America as West" show. According to Broun, Moran and other
nineteenth-century artists were, at bottom, talented propagandists for American expansionism who left out of their narratives such things as destructive
power relationships, gross social injustices, and the ruthless exploitation of
the environment. What is worse, these artists were allowed to pass this shameful legacy of omission on to future generations-until now.
In the revisionist spirit of the "America as West" show, Joni Louise Kinsey
has contributed this study on Thomas Moran to the New Directions in American Art series of the Smithsonian Institution Press. After an informative twochapter discussion on aesthetics, Kinsey devotes the rest of this well-written
and handsomely illustrated book to an analysis of Moran's three most famous works: The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone (the 1872 version), The
Chasm of the Colorado (1873-74), and Mountain of the Holy Cross (1875).
Kinsey's argument, however, that these three paintings should be treated as a
"special kind of triptych" (7), is not entirely convincing.
In each painting, Kinsey acknowledges that Moran succeeded in capturing not just the appearance but also the essence of the place, a fact that in
large part helps to explain the enduring popular appeal of these works. But
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on "close reading" (174) of these monumental paintings, Kinsey suggests that
Moran was extending an invitation to the country to turn west, where it could
renew itself after the trauma of the Civil War, and in the process acquire
untold riches.
To view Moran's art in terms of national therapy is an intriguing idea.
As for getting rich, Kinsey makes the point that "Moran's art of the early
1870s had brought the western landscape to Americans; [later) his art was
being used [by government agencies as well as the railroad and publishing
industries) to bring Americans to the landscape" (84). Kinsey goes on to show
clearly how American government and enterprise turned Moran's art into crass
advertisements for the economic development of the region.
What remains problematic, however, is the extent to which Moran himself intended for these masterpieces to be seen as a three-part business prospectus. Although The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone may have reflected
the interests of a temporary coalition of art, business, and government,
Moran's other two works do not lend themselves as easily to such interpretations. This is especially true of the Mountain of the Holy Cross, in which
Moran's spiritual motives speak for themselves. And if, as Kinsey suggests,
John Wesley Powell's ideas on geology are apparent in The Chasm of the
Grand Canyon, it requires a very close reading indeed to see in this painting
the ideas contained in Powell's Report on the Lands of the Arid Region (1878).
Kinsey tries to demonstrate that Moran used this picture to illustrate Powell's
warning to western developers to take into account the region's scarcity of
water and proceed along cooperative lines.
These points of difference aside, students of the selling of the West as
well as of the art of the West will find this to be a useful and stimulating
study.
Kevin J. Fernlund
Teikyo Program
University of Colorado at Denver

Presbyterian Missions an4 Cultural Interaction in the Far Southwest,
1850-1950. By Mark T. Banker. (Urbana: University of IJIinois Press, 1993.
xiv + 225 pp. lIIustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $36.95.)

In Presbyterian Missions and Cultural Interaction in the Far Southwest, 1850-1950, Mark T. Banker examines the background, goals, and impact of Presbyterian missionaries in New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah. When
the United States acquired these western territories from Mexico in 1848,
Presbyterians began their southwestern missionary efforts among the "exceptional" peoples including the Mormons of Utah, the Hispanics of northern New Mexico and southern Colorado, and Indians (Navajos, Pueblos, Pimas
and Pagagos) of the region. The goal of the Presbyterians (and other Protestants) was to convert these people to Protestant Christianity and to hasten
their acceptance of mainstream American values. Integral to this plan was
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education, and thus, Presbyterians first established day schools in areas where
public schools did not exist. Later, in response to changes in national policy
and regional needs, they emphasized boarding schools, and, eventually, medical clinics and community centers.
Other studies of missionary work in the Southwest have emphasized the
impact of the missionaries on the indigenous peoples, and Banker also assesses the positive and negative aspects of the Presbyterian program. However, for Banker, this is not the central issue; rather, he is interested in "the
impact of the Southwest on the Presbyterians" (xi). Using extensive manuscript sources from the Presbyterian Historical Society and the National Archives, as well as a wealth of published primary documents and secondary
sources, Banker traces the gradual change in attitudes among the missionaries as well as the evolution in policy and direction of the Presbyterian program for the Southwest. He convincingly argues that mission workers who
devoted many years of their lives to their calling came to appreciate the "exceptional" peoples and to modify their previous ethnocentric views, with
understanding and affectionate relationships between members of differing
cultures as a result. As Banker notes, the experience of these Presbyterian
missionaries affirms the present-day endorsement of the Presbyterian Church
for religious and cultural pluralism.
Although Banker's study will be of greatest interest to scholars of the
religious history of the West, general readers will also enjoy the work. Wellwritten and skillfully organized, the text is complemented by useful maps,
which the author's brother provided, and photographs of missionaries and
mission sites. Banker's study is a thorough, readable, and important contribution to southwestern history.
Cheryl J. Foote
Albuquerque Technical-Vocational Institute

Watt Matthews of Lambshead. By Laura Wilson. (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1989. 139 pp. Illustrations, notes. $39.95.)

Watt Matthews of Lambshead Ranch on the Clear Fork of the Brazos
truly is a remarkable man. His oldest sister was born in 1877; he was born
twenty-two years later. Except for four years at Princeton University he has
lived there all his life and still runs the ranch today.
Watt Matthews' boots are firmly planted in the old West. His mother's
brothers owned land and cattle in a number of western states, and one carried an arrowhead in his body for fifteen years. His father had been a trail
boss in 1872 at age nineteen and began to build Lambshead in that decade.
Today it consists of sixty-two square miles of range that also produces oil
and gas; today it is run by a man in his nineties who lives simply in the
bunkhouse, who rises daily at 5: 15 A.M. and who manages the ranch from the
seat of a pickup or from a saddle. Lambshead is a throwback to an earlier
time.
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Half a century ago Watt's mother wrote about the two families in Interwoven, a classic account of the Texas frontier. Laura Wilson carries that story
to the present in Watt Matthews ofLamhshead. Her focus is on Watt Matthews
and the present, on his role as a rancher and on his relationships with the
community. The text is supplemented 'by almost eighty contemporary black
and white photographs and a few historic photos from the family album.
These images effectively describe the land, ranch activities, cowboys, neighbors in Albany, Texas, and family. It is an honest if loving portrait of a man
who has made the world a better place.
.
Wilson's book is different from recent photographic essays on modern
cowboys by Jay Dusard and Kurt. Markus, who have portrayed cowboys
throughout the West; it is different, too, from books based on the photos of
Erwin Smith and Ray Rector who recorded Texas ranching earlier in the century, but it stands on its own merits as a contemporary depiction of Lambshead
Ranch and, Watt Matthews.
Richard N. Ellis
Center of Southwest Studies
Fort Lewis College

On Rims & Ridges: The Los Alamos Area Since 1880. By Hal K. Rothman.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xvi + 376 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00.)

This is a bigger book than the title suggests in more than one sense. It
covers not just Los Alamos and its immediate surroundings, but the entire
Pajarito Plateau, a significant section of northern New Mexico between
Bandelier National Monument and Santa Clara Pueblo, including the Ramon
Vigil Grant. And beyond that, Rothman takes a non-traditional approach to
local history that places it within the context of national developments and
of the natural environment. His horizons are not limited; his model is Alfred
W.Crosby's Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe,
900-1900 A.D., a wide-ranging environmental history that takes large portions of the world as its subjt:;ct.
Los Alamos might seem an alien presence in New Mexico. The politicians who created Los Alamos County appear to have thought so, since they
made it the smallest COUI)ty in the state in area, thereby minimizing the influence of its residents on land use policy. But Rothman shows that Los Alamos
history, which raises issues of government sponsorship and control, is not
atypical of New Mexico or the West. Those issues in fact are more clearly
delineated because they were exacerbated by the speed and extent of changes
during and after the Second World War.
This is a welcome surprise: a history book written so beautifully that it
is a delight to read. Rothman unerringly knows when to introduce a telling
incident or trenchant example to reveal what was occurring on the human
level. The reader might wish for a few more of these for the years of the
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Manhattan Project. Although that story has been told elsewhere, it is stiIl
fascinating and inevitably takes the keystone position in the history of Los
Alamos. Rothman has not deemphasized its importance, but might well have
given it more space.
Strong personalities emerge in these pages, such as Adolf Bandelier,
Albert and Ida Abbott, Senator Thomas Catron, Edgar L. Hewett (whose attempt to protect archaeological sites from "amateur" excavators like Lucy
Wilson was compromised in his earlier years by his own lack of "professionalism"), the writers Grace Ireland and Mary Austin, and people of business
such as George and Evelyn Frey. As the story unfolds, it becomes clear that
the policy of government agencies was shaped to a great degree by energetic
individuals. The author shows ethnic sensitivity and balance. But the most
important contribution of Rothman is the way in which he never loses sight
of the land and the way people change it and are changed by it.

J. Donald Hughes
University of Denver

To Reclaim a Divided West: Water, Law, and Public Policy, 1848-1902. By
Donald J. Pisani. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992: xxi
+ 487 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, $19.95
paper.)

This is a story of failures of the proposals and programs for irrigation,
and then success in adoption of the U.S. Reclamation Act of 1902. U.S. government, politics, and national affairs are most prominent; California, next;
irrigation congresses and leaders, colonies, and corporations; and smidgens
concerning New Mexico, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Texas, Utah,
Washington, and the Dakotas. Seeking the "relationship among water, law,
and polity," and foIlowing the "development of irrigation as a private, public, and mixed enterprise," Pisani shows how land policies had to figure in
any reasonable irrigation plan. Clearly and from deep research the author
explains agricultural, pastoral, mining, hydrographic, and legal aspects including water rights principles (prior appropriation, riparian, prescription)
as preferred by users-miners, railroaders, land speculators, communities,
stockraisers, pasturage and crop farmers, and water marketers. The scene
shifts among business, legislation, boosterism, officialdom, courts of law,
science and near science, and a citizenry haunted by fear of monopoly. Pisani's
theme is "fragmentation," meaning "the West's failure to achieve a unified,
coherent water policy" and "inconsistencies inherent in the law itself." "In
the West federal reclamation drew its strongest support from large landowners and established irrigation farmers," and "virtually all water reform arose"
because someone sought to dominate others, or "one community, region, or
state sought to gain a competitive advantage." "Legal diversity, localism and
fragmentation" kept states from modernizing their laws, and U.S. government from leading or coordinating. Such influences, along with ignorance of
science and engineering, delayed federal reclamation until this century. "Lo-
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calism" as used here and in other recent studies of this kind may signify
fears, anxieties, greed, and hopes of so many insecure, poverty-stricken
people. As for the author's three foci-water,. law, and polity-it is state and
local politics that often remain unseen as, for example, Democratic and Republican ideological conflict so important in California. The value·of this
study lies less in general statements, much more in impressive detailing of
the wide varieties of needs, choices, experiences, and legal doctrines-in all,
a work of the caliber of Pisani's From the Family Farm to Agribusiness: The
Irrigation Crusade in California and the West, 1850-193 I (1984).
Clifton B. Kroeber
Occidental College

Big Eyes: The Southwestern Photographs of Simeon Schwemberger.
I 902-1 908. By Paul V. Long and Michele M. Penhall. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xv + 204 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $32.50.)

In 1963 the Franciscan Fathers from the Navajo St. Michael's Mission in.
Arizona asked Leland Wyman to organize their collection of about 2,000 glassplate negatives dating to the turn of the century. Over the next several years,
Paul V. Long, the curator of photography at the University of Northern Arizona, was instrumental in cataloguing and printing this collection, uncovering a wealth of material largely pertaining to native people of Arizona and
New Mexico.
Long discovered that this collection was the result of the prolific work
of Brother Simeon Schwemberger who came in 1901 from Cincinnati, Ohio
to serve the priests of the Navajo mission, a post he held until 1909 when he
left the Order for secular life. While on the reservation, Brother Simeon spent
part of his time taking pictures, with the encouragement of Father Anselm
Weber, his superior. Perhaps Father Anselm hoped the work would encourage greater rapport with the Navajos and facilitate mission work, as well as
remove the exuberant and a little too independent Brother Simeon from Father Anselm's hair. The Navajos appeared to have taken to Brother Simeon's
odd occupation, giving him the name Big Eyes.
From 1909 until his death in 1931, the ex-Brother supported himself and
eventually his family as a commercial photographer in Gallup, as an employee of J. L. Hubbell, the Indian trader, and as an Indian trader himself.
The Schwemberger photographs and correspondence reveal much about reservation, mission, and Indian trading life in the early twentieth century, adding further documentation to a growing body of visual records of interest to
anthropologists, ethnologists, architectural. historians, and historians. In this
voluminous record, the most significant is a series of eighty-four plates documenting the Navajo Nightway ceremony, photographed in 1905, accompanied by Schwemberger's descriptions and commentaries. Several. of these
photographs along with Schwemberger's account are published here for the
first time.
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Paul Long has meticulously tracked down the background of Brother
Simeon and the identity of the photographs, through research and using elderly Navajos and Franciscan Fathers as informants. Michele Penhall provided
an essay on the history of documentation of the images of Native Americans-perhaps the weakest part of this otherwise informative work. Some of
the essay i"s repetitive of Paul Long's introduction, which careful editing
should have excised. The history of Indian image-taking, while obviously
not intended to be comprehensive, is uneven. It gives the impression that
Father Joseph Lafitau's 1712 documentation of the Canadian Indians was the
first visual record of Native Americans before photography-ignoring John
White's splendid record of the Roanoke Indians produced in the 1580s. James
Mooney and Matilda Coxe Stevenson are generally not recognized as photographers, but as ethnologists.
.
Lastly, these types of photographs can be approached as art or as an
ethnographic record-but treating them as both can present difficulty; the
photographer after all selects the images, and as artist he/she can chose to
sacrifice ethnographic "authenticity." As a result, drawing conclusions from
this type of record then poses interpretive problems: were tourists indeed a
dominant force in native American's lives? Do European clothes signify acculturation? Do Christian names of a Pueblo couple mean acculturation? Does
the presence of Christian churches indeed signal irrevocable change in the
native spiritual beliefs and practices? These are some of the fascinating questions raised by Big Eyes and other similar visual records of native cultures.
Hana Samek Norton
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Cambios: The Spirit of Transformation in Spanish Colonial Art. By Gabrielle
Palmer and Donna Pierce. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press in
cooperation with the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, 1993. 149 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.)

The story of Spanish colonial art illustrates the path from domination to
independence over the three hundred years the Americas were under the flag
of Spain. In the past, much of the interest in the subject has been to delineate
what was European and what was indigenous art. This excellent book follows the process that transformed European subject matter and style by colonial artists into a distinctly regional and New World style and iconography.
This thematically arranged book is divided into the Viceroyalties of Peru,
Terra Firma, and New Spain. The cambios, or changes, in each region are
shown using paintings, architecture, sculpture, furniture, silver, ceramics,
textiles, and other objects beginning with strongly European influenced models
to items displaying mestizo, a mixture of European and Native influences, to
a style that was recognizably rooted in the Americas. This style, produced in
metropolitan centers, generated inspiration for the art produced in provincial areas.
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European style was transmitted to the colonies by the friars of the different medicant orders who brought with them prints, many of them by the
Plantin Press in the Netherlands, and their own knowledge of art forms including architecture and craftspeople from Europe commissioned for various works. Religious iconography was the basis of virtually all early creativity,
as priests used images to teach Indians who they converted. The section of
the book entitled "The Realm of Light," presents the Virgin Mary as she was
transformed by Spanish colonial artists. Early works show heavy dependence
on European examples, but as time passed, combined with the distance from
Europe and the increasing autonomy of local artists, there d'eveloped a new
aesthetic within the iconography of Mary. The apex of the illustrations is
"The Coronation of Mary," depicting the mother of Jesus being crowned by
three identical figures representing the trinity. The centrality of the head of
Mary and iconography forbidden by the Council of Trent demonstrate how
far this unknown artist had moved from earlier styles.
Spanish colonial art in New Mexico developed its own beautiful and
unique style. The northern frontier of New Spain was vastly remote from the
centers of activity in Mexico. The simpler, naive saints painted and carved
on wood usually with homemade paints portray a faith as profound as any of
the grander and more complex objects found in New Spain.
The essays, one by each of the authors, set the stage for the illustrations
that follow. These are preceded by maps which I personally found most helpful. This work is not just for the scholarly market, but also an important
overview for the interested reader. Architecture was an important art form
during colonial times. In the churches" one sees mo.st clearly the mestizo and
mudejar, Moorish, influence. Many of the indigenous artists were fine stone
sculptors. The small black and white photos give a small glimpse of this
significant work.
The beautiful color photographs and enlightening dialogue destine this
book to be a standard for the appreciation and, illumination Of the art of the
Americas. Many of the works here have never been reproduced before.
Gabrielle Palmer is a specialist in Spanish colonial art. Donna Pierce is curator and research consultant at the Palace of the Governors, Museum of New
Mexico,
'
Kay Maureen Moses
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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New Kingdom of the Saints: Religious Art of New Mexico, 1780-1907. By
Larry Frank. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Red Crane Books, 1992. xv + 319 pp.
Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $75.00.)

Recent events, the Quincentenary and the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
which featured New Mexican artisans and their culture, have emphasized many
aspects of Spanish Colonial art. As a result, many material elements of the
Hispanic Southwest and "Santa Fe Style," have received a great deal of attention from the enamored American public. A tremendous focus has been given
to religious art and art history and the most recent publication dealing with
these topics is Larry Frank's New Kingdom of the Saints: Religious Art of
New Mexico, 1780-1907.
Frank, a collector and dealer of santos and other religious art, attempts
to document the history of the santero of New Mexico. Unfortunately, while
carrying out this task, Frank conveys his role as aficionado and dealer, rather
than scholar, when he refers to Hispanic colonizers as "immigrants" and labels their art forms as having "a certain quaintness and rural flavor."
New Kingdom of the Saints features a forward by Thomas 1. Steele, S.J.
author of Santos and Saints: The Religious Folk Art of Hispanic New Mexico.
Frank's book contains sixteen chapters plus an appendix. The first two chapters cover the history of colonial New Mexico and the development of the
regional religious art forms. The remaining fourteen chapters each deal with
one santero or workshop. Information on each artist is followed by lists of
particular stylistic characteristics helpful in identifying their bultos and
retablos. Although Frank researched the collections of seven ,museums as
well as private individuals, perhaps the book would have been strengthened
by discussions with contemporary santeros and other scholars in the field, it
seems that some pieces have been incorrectly attributed.
Still, New Kingdom of the Saints is an important contribution to the fields
of New Mexican and Spanish Colonial art and art history for many reasons.
The first being the more than 300 wonderful color and black and white photographs of bultos and retablos. Any researcher would be awed by these images and pleased to have them readily available at the touch of a hand. This
type of visual documentation is invaluable. Another useful element is the
appendix of 77 pertinent terms prepared by Yvonne Lange, the Museum of
International Folk Art director. This list details the saints and their iconography, including special New Mexican adaptations.
New Kingdom of the Saints is an elegant volume and credit must be given
to Larry Frank for his comprehensive compilation of santeros and their works.
Tey Marianna Nunn
University of New Mexico
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Songs My Mother Sang to Me: An Oral History ofMexican American Women.
By Patricia Preciado Martin. (Tucson: University at Arizona Press, 1992. xxv
+ 224 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $35.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

In this engrossing compilation of life stories and experiences told by ten
Mexican American women, Patricia Preciado Martin records and edits the
extraordinary hardships, the endurance and sacrifice, as well as the joys and
misfortunes of the Mexicana (as they identify themselves) pioneering experience in Arizona during the early twentieth century. Individually, the narrations, accompanied by lively photographs and traditional and original poetic
compositions, are imbued with detailed examples of their persistence to survive, their strong religious faith, the adherence to Hispanic traditional values, and the remarkably enduring bonds between daughters, mothers, and
grandmothers. Collectively, they offer the feminine perspective of the settlement of the Arizona-Mexico border, a predominantly agrarian area. The autobiographies of these women, ranging in age from 73 to 89, include
seamstresses, cooks, farmers and ranchers, midwives and healers, poets and
dramatists, and many who, because of the rigors and isolation of frontier
life, simultaneously fulfilled many of these vocations. "They weren't like
modern women," says Martin, "but they weren't shrinking violets, either.
They were strong, very independent and hard-working."
These autobiographies, as in most oral history accounts, provide information that goes beyond mainstream historical interest, for the interviewees
verbally re-create the past as they actually lived it day-to-day. Their narrations are interwoven with genealogical information which is the point of departure for remembering major, extraordinary events; all unique occurrences
are related to the individuals involved in them, to their families, friends, to
their community and to their natural cycle of life. The narrators also reveal
their particular experience of the past by offering detailed aspects of their
routine round of activities, thereby contributing a fairly complete view of
Mexican-American culture as it was experienced in Arizona during the early
part of this century. The full elaboration of their fluctuating levels of life
lends dynamism, movement, and the change of perspectives that time brings
about. These life stories are also at times not linked in chronological order
as is the prevailing principle in oral history, but are laced with asides and
poetic-memorial associations. It is through these memory shifts that the
women in this book reveal that their view of the past is not a single time line,
but a complex web of present and past events that have helped shape their
Jives. Finally, the interviews, although edited, retain the flavor of the speakers' subjective style; they speak frequently of how they feel toward their
families, work, events, and the urbanization of lands they so deeply love.
Some scholars would have wished to read a few of the interviews in the
original Spanish in order to more deeply explore language and intent, but
Martin has demonstrated considerable skill and sensitivity in capturing her
subjects' deeper concerns and reflections.
Songs My Mother Sang to Me: An Oral History of Mexican American
Women presents an impressive grasp of the forces that affected MexicanAmerican women in Arizona and in the Southwest. It offers the potential for
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reflecting upon the shared common experiences, and the changes, that today
define Mexican-American women, Chicanas and Hispanas. Furthermore, it is
a valuable contribution to researchers, for these narrators fill in heretofore
unknown contours in the study of the rich and complex reality of the Hispanic Southwest.
Rowena A. Rivera
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Book Notes

Converting the West: A Biography ofNarcissa Whitman. By Julie Roy
Jeffrey. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xvii + 238 pp.
Illustrations, maps, note, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.)
Culture and Contact: Charles C. Di Peso:S Gran Chichimeca. Edited
by Anne I. Woosley and John C. Ravesloot. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1993. xxvii + 299 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
The Dust Rose Like Smoke: The Subjugation of the Zulu and the Sioux.
By James O. Gump. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1994. xii +
178 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
I See by My Get-Up. By Ron Querry. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1994. xiv + 155 pp. Illustrations. $12.95 paper.)
Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest. By Grant Foreman. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1994. 345 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1926 edition, with a
new introduction by Donald E. Worcester.
Playing Cowboys: Low Culture and High Art in the Western. By Robert Murray Davis. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. xxiv
+ 168 pp. Notes, index. $12.95 paper.)
The Pueblo Revolt. By Robert Silverberg. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1994. viii + 216 pp. Map, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1970 edition, with an introduction by Marc Simmons.
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The Santa Fe Trail ActivityBook; The American Pueblo Indian Activity Book; The Camino Real (The King s Road) Activity Book. By Walter
D. Yoder. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1994. $7.95 paper, each.)
Spanish Peru 1532-1560: A Social History. By James Lockhart. (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1994. xiii + 319 pp. Illustrations,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Tin Craft: A Work Book. By Fern-Rae Abraham. (Santa Fe: Sunstone
Press, 1994.32 pp. $5.95 paper.)
The Trans-Mississippi West, 1804-19 J2, Part I: A Guide to Records of
the Department ofState for the Territorial Period. Compiled by Robert M. Kvasnicka. (Washington, D.C.: National Archives, 1994. ix + 131
pp. Tables, appendixes, index. $8.00 paper.)

